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UM ACADEMIC PLANNER APPLICATION WINS AWARD
MISSOULA -
A Web-based application that helps University of Montana students map out the courses 
needed for their academic careers has garnered a prestigious award for its campus designers.
The Academic Planner application won a 2009 Hugi Excellence Award in the Business 
Processes and Systems category of a competition run by the Northwest Academic Computing 
Consortium. The award will be presented during a June 10 NWACC summit at Salishan Resort 
near Lincoln City, Ore.
The application was written by UM ’s Information Technology department in close 
association with the Registrar’s Office. The creators are IT programmers Jon Adams, Tom 
Fite and Tim Irmen, as well as former UM Registrar Dave Micus.
“It has been exciting to work on a project where there has been a lot of interest and 
involvement from people around campus,” said Adams, the technical lead and primary 
programmer. “Students see real value in this application.”
It took programmers about nine months to complete version 1 of the application, which 
was piloted at UM’s Davidson Honors College in April and will be used during new student 
Orientations in June. Plans for version 2 being developed with input from Enrollment Services,
the Registrar’s Office, UM Online, the Office for Student Success and Davidson Honors 
College students.
NWACC comprises colleges, universities and nonprofit organizations in the Pacific 
Northwest region. The organization fosters communication and collaboration among its 
member institutions in the development and use of advanced technology for instruction, 
research and administrative operations.
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